Get Into the Act
Act 2: The Exile
Re-formed

My Journey through the Bible

Act 1 = The Exodus
Act 2 = The Exile
Act 3 = Jesus

Bob and Saul

What they need is hope.

The problem with hope is that you can’t make it up.

Hope can only be received.

Enter the Prophet: The bringer of hope.

Isaiah 43: 15-21

"I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.
"Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty
waters, ' 'who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie
down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
"“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. "1
am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 'The
wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen
people, "' the people whom I formed for myself so that they might
declare my praise.

Isaiah 51:10-11

""Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep;
who made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to cross over?
"So the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, they shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. "Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty
is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her
sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 'Every valley shall
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low, the uneven
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. ’Then the
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I
said, “What shall I cry?”” All people are grass, their constancy is like
the flower of the field. 'The grass withers, the flower fades, when the
breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. "The
grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand
forever. 'Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
tidings, lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good
tidings, lift it up, do not fear, say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your
God!” '"See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. "' He will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Flashforward

Hope is about receiving a future.

If you have become part of the act and God has formed you
through the Exodus and re-formed you through the exile
then you are prepared to be transformed by the climax of
the story — Jesus Christ.



