Modern Family:  Building Strong Families in Today’s World
Solid Trunk
John 15:1-11

Review:
Good Soil:  Strong families are immersed in optimal 
        environments for growth



Deep Roots:  Strong families weather life’s storms by 
                                  cultivating faith, hope, love and forgiveness




Solid Trunk:  Strong families are led by adults who 
   abide in Christ

Outsourcing spiritual leadership




Me?  A spiritual leader?





How to be an effective spiritual leader in your family
Choose to abide in Jesus

John 15:4
Abide in me as I abide in you.  Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, nether can you unless you abide in me.


Joshua 24:15b
But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord


Lead with greater love

John 15:13
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.




Spread joy

John 15:11
I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.


Ask in Christ’s name

John 15:7, 16
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you….  
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name
